
Much is said about how the finest 
apartments and penthouses offer the 
space, amenities and refinement to match 
a luxurious villa, yet do so with the kind of 
convenience, security and ease of use that 
a large house with gardens can’t match. 
The idea of living in an environment of 
style, comfort and elegance – in other 
words, having your own private domain – 
while being able to simply shut the door 

behind you when you travel is an appealing 
one, and it explains why many homeowners 
have made the switch from a villa or estate 
to a luxurious penthouse apartment.

This type of property is particularly well 
suited to the big city environment, where 
it enables one to be at the heart of things 
yet retreat into a private and comfortable 
space. For this reason the most alluring 
penthouses are usually associated with 

the likes of New York, London or Paris, yet 
imagine taking the style and sophistication 
of a big city pad, removing it from its urban 
landscape of streets, tall buildings and 
crowded masses, and transplanting it in an 
elysian setting surrounded by green hills, 
distant mountain ranges, blue skies, the 
shimmering tones of the Mediterranean 
Sea and the lofty fairways of a prestigious 
golf club.
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P4 Arquitectos was founded in 2015 
by husband and wife team Eulalia Polo 
de Uña and Joaquín Amores Sardá, 
who lead the architectural design and 
engineering teams respectively. Though 
this makes P4 a new brand on the 
market, the company’s principals have 
over 20 years experience in this area, 
having built villas, apartments, retail and 
offi ce complexes in and around Marbella 
since the 1990s.

When she graduated as an architect, 
Eulalia, like most of her colleagues, 
desired nothing more than to create 
wonderful homes with all the expression 
and creativity that modern design allows. 
At the time, however, most buyers had 
fallen in love with the Cortijo Andaluz 
style, yet now architects across the 

region are able to give free reign to their 
creative vision and innovation amid a 
renewed flowering of sleek, white modern 
architecture.

“Most people see this change 
from contemporary versions of rustic 
architecture to the modern styles of today 
as a very clear and sudden threshold 
that we crossed during the years of 
construction inactivity, but for me the 
process had already begun earlier.” For 
Eulalia, the echoes of a nearby future 
were already discernable in the evolution 
that kitchen design was undergoing 
throughout most of the 2000s. “Even 
when we were still building rustic style 
homes, the kitchen was evolving, slowly 
spreading outwards through the interior 
of homes in what was an inside-out 

process of stylistic change.”
Modern home electronics and new 

construction materials have added to this 
evolution, yet what hasn’t changed is the 
architect’s role in creating not just visually 
enchanting forms that are also functional, 
but in working with light, space and 
lifestyle concepts to arrive at the design in 
the fi rst place. “What defi nes an architect 
is his or her composition of the many 
different elements that go into creating 
the living spaces we call a home, an offi ce 
or any other building we use.”

One of the most useful developments 
in this respect is the increasing 
sophistication of computer models and 
renders, yet in addition to this Eulalia 
still fi nds handmade sketches and 3D 
models very instinctive to designer and 

client alike. “When I’m discussing a design 
concept or details with a client, it is much 
easier and less time consuming to sketch 
out and adapt examples of what we’re 
discussing as we progress through the 
ideas.” Interiors play a more important part 
in this than ever before, for it is a lifestyle 
that people want from a home, not just 
a collection of rooms, so for Eulalia how 
the property facilitates movement and 
the flow of life are central aspects to her 
work. “As architects, we love design for 
its own sake, but especially when we 
build luxury villas and apartments we 
must never forget that we are there to 
realise the vision of those for whom they 
will be a home.”

i www.p4arquitectos.com
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Creating a personal lifestyle setting

Sleek modern Marbella styling
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